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TO ALL LA CEBADILLA RESIDENTS – URGENT LAKE MATTERS

La Cebadilla is fortunate to have a unique property in the desert, our Lake.  Although the 
lake itself was created by human efforts many years ago, long before the existence of LCE, the 
Lake is naturally fed by a spring.  The Lake is precious to many of us, but it is also very 
attractive to non-residents.  The incidents of trespassers at the Lake have always been a problem, 
and seem to get worse in periodic cycles.  The Lake Patrol committee has struggled over the 
years with ways to attempt to reduce trespassing.  Trespassing is a problem because of poaching, 
trash left behind (including fishing lines and hooks that injure pets and wildlife), drug use and 
underage drinking, noise, vandalism and injury, and last but not least, uncontrolled fires that 
could theoretically advance through LCE.  The Lake Patrol members are routinely confronted 
with people who claim to be residents but won’t identify themselves, or claim to be guests but 
won’t identify the resident who invited them.  The Sheriff’s Office has been helpful, but they 
cannot be expected to be available every time we call.

The Lake Patrol Committee has proposed new rules and procedures, and the Board of 
LCE has approved these measures.  The measures are designed to limit the use of the Lake by 
non-residents.  The new Rules are printed on the last page.  The background and procedures are 
as follows:

1. The Lake Patrol Committee will be issuing new Lake dashboard passes.  The new 
passes will be in a color different from past passes, and will have some security 
features added, possibly including an effective date, and lot # or serial #.  

2. The new Lake passes will be issued to all current residents, with two passes issued 
per household.

3. The new passes will contain the new Lake Rules. 
4. Once the new passes are issued, all old passes will be invalid.  (Any resident may 

continue to use the LCE decal on their vehicle if desired.)
5. When residents move out of LCE, the passes formerly issued to them must be 

transferred to the new owners.  If the old passes are not able to be transferred, they 
will be cancelled and no longer recognized as valid for use.   

6. Any resident or guest using the Lake must display the newly issued pass on the 
dashboard of the vehicle (or a resident may have a valid LCE decal on the vehicle).  

7. Any vehicle at the Lake without a new valid pass (or decal) will be presumed to be a 
trespasser, and the Sheriff’s Office will be contacted. 

8. LCE has always permitted guests of residents at the Lake.  The number of people 
claiming to be guests has risen astronomically.  Some people seem to think that if 
they were invited once in 1990 by a former resident, they are still a permitted guest.  
No guest will be permitted to use the Lake without the resident also being present, 
unless the guest displays one of the newly issued passes.  Because each household 
will receive only two passes, you will not be able to hand out multiple passes to an 
unlimited number of people. 

9. The Lake Patrol Committee often hires a security company to patrol the Lake.  The 
security personnel check to see if people at the Lake are displaying a valid pass.  The 
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security personnel, and Lake Patrol members, also ask individuals at the Lake if they 
are a resident or guest.  Any resident refusing to identify themselves to the security 
guard or Lake Patrol Committee member will be deemed to be in violation of the 
new Rules, and any guest refusing to identify the resident who invited them will be 
treated as a trespasser and asked to leave.

10. We have two main types of trespassers.  One type is the criminally minded person 
who knows they are trespassing, but lies about being a guest (or even claims to be a 
resident).  Another type is the person who may actually believe he is a permitted 
guest, because he was told by a resident (or a friend of a resident) that it was ok for 
him to use the Lake.  Do not encourage this second category by casually telling 
someone they are welcome to use the Lake anytime as your guest.  Please tell any 
of your former guests that that they cannot use the Lake unless: (a) you are 
physically with them at the Lake, or (b) they have one of the new passes. Some 
people have photocopied the old dashboard passes.  Only original, validly issued 
passes will be accepted.  

11. Issues can sometimes occur with teenagers and young adults.  Your child is entitled 
to use the Lake as a resident or occupant of your house, and is also entitled to have 
guests at the Lake.  (Any vehicles must display a valid pass or decal.)  If they are 
approached by a security guard or committee member, they must identify themselves 
as a resident or guest of a specific resident.  It may be that they are doing something 
at the Lake that they would not want their parents to know about, and they may 
decline to identify themselves.  The Lake, however, is private property that belongs 
to all of us in LCE and we are entitled to ask all users of the Lake to identify 
themselves.  If your child, or other occupant of your house, or your guest, does not 
identify themselves, you can be fined in accordance with the new Rules. 

12. Pets at the Lake can be an issue.  The Lake property is LCE community property and 
is not any one person’s private property.  All County leash laws and other animal 
laws continue to apply at the Lake.  Please control your animals so that they do not 
disturb other residents, horse riders, or wildlife. Horses should not be allowed to 
walk into the Lake itself.

13. The Lake is LCE property, and the trails adjoining the Lake are private property of 
LCE residents.  Non-residents are not permitted to use these trails to access other 
destinations, such as the Tanque Verde Wash.

The new Lake Rules are reprinted below, and will be printed on the back of the new 
passes that will be issued.  Part of the purpose of these Rules is that any resident 
found violating these Rules may be fined in accordance with the LCE Enforcement 
Policy that was adopted in 2018.  Violators will typically be given a warning letter, 
then fined $50 or more, depending on the violation.  Repeat violations can have 
fines of up to $1,000.  In addition, any resident violating the Lake Rules can have 
their Lake privileges suspended.       
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{TO BE PRINTED ON BACK OF NEW PASSES}

LA CEBADILLA ESTATES (LCE) LAKE RULES

1. The Lake is strictly for the use of residents and permitted guests. Residents are fully 
responsible for guests.  Residents are strongly encouraged to accompany guests at the 
Lake.  If a guest violates these rules, the resident may be charged with a violation.  

2. All residents and guests using the Lake must have a valid LCE decal on their vehicle, or 
display a valid (current) dashboard pass in their vehicle.     

3. All persons present on the Lake property must satisfactorily identify themselves (name 
and address) as a current resident, or guest of a current resident, when asked by any LCE 
Lake Patrol member or any security guard hired by LCE.

4. Failure by a Lake user to display a valid decal or dashboard pass, or to identify 
themselves as a resident (or valid guest), is a violation of these Rules.

5. Use of the Lake is limited to daylight hours only, dawn to dark.
6. Fishing is catch and release with barbless hooks only.  
7. Fires permitted in grills only.  Fires must be completely extinguished upon departure.
8. All trash of any kind must be removed. Glass items are strongly discouraged.
9. No boating or swimming.
10. The Lake and the trails around the Lake are private property, and non-residents are not 

permitted to use the property to access other destinations.
11. Use of the Lake is at the visitor’s own risk.

A violation of any of these Rules (by the resident or the resident’s guest) 
will subject the resident to fines established by LCE.  LCE may also 
suspend the Lake privileges of any resident for violations.   

              


